SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 9 NOVEMBER 2003 


You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio 
League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news 
bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in 
Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English. 


This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za 
and on packet bulletin boards. 


In the news today: 
POSSIBLE POWER LINE COMMUNICATION IN THE RSA 


NOMINATIONS FOR COUNCIL AND MOTIONS FOR THE ANNUAL GEN- 
ERAL MEETING INVITED 


SPECIAL STATION ZS1SALT 
WHAT HAPPENED ON THE SUN RECENTLY 
Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items. 


Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office which is open on weekdays 
from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and 
all related amateur radio activities. 


SARL NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to 
amateurs on the web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp 
not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. It would be appreciated 
if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English. 


You are tuned to ZS6SRL. 
The news follows in detail: 
POSSIBLE POWERLINE COMMUNICATION IN THE RSA 


If you were under the impression that powerline communication (PLC) was 
something which is only happening overseas then there is news for you. In 
“Sake Beeld” of Thursday 6 November there was a report that PLC is being 
considered by the Tshwane Municipality (Pretoria) as a socalled metropolitan 
telecommunication network. “There are areas where the establishment of a 
conventional telephone network is just too expensive. With PLC the network is 
already there in the form of powerlines” says Tshwane council member Charles 
Kuun. The question arises as to whether the problem of radio interference which 
is possibly caused by this type of distribution has really been addressed and how 
it would effect the whole radio communication community. 


NOMINATIONS FOR COUNCIL AND MOTIONS FOR THE ANNUAL GEN- 
ERAL MEETING INVITED 


The next annual General Meeting of the SARL will take place on the 3rd April 
2004 and in preparation for the event, nominations and motions are called for. 


1. NOMINATIONS FOR COUNCIL 


There are currently 4 vacancies on Council and in terms of Rule 16.2 nominations 
are invited from members of the SARL to fill these vacancies. Should more than 
4 nominations be received a ballot will be held. 


Each nomination must contain the following: 


1. Full names, callsign and address of nominee. 

2. An amateur radio related CV of not more than 200 words. 

3. A signed declaration by the nominee that s/he will accept nomination and 
serve on the Council of the SARL if elected. 

4. Each nomination must be signed by a proposer and seconder. 

5. Only fully paid-up members (Rule 16.3) of the SARL may be nominated, 
propose and second a nomination. 


The nominations must reach the Secretary by no later than 30th November 
2003. 


2. MOTIONS FOR THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


Motions for submission to and consideration at the Annual General Meeting of 
the SARL are invited from members. 


Each motion must contain the following: 


1. A concise description of the motion. 
2. A motivation in support of the motion. 
3. Each motion must be signed by a proposer and a seconder. 


The nominations must reach the Secretary by no later than 16th December 2003. 
In both cases, the nominations and motions must be mailed or faxed to: 


The Secretary SARL P O Box 1721 Strubensvallei 1735 
Tel: 011 675 2393 Fax: 011 675 2793 
SPECIAL EVENT STATION ZS1SALT 


A group of Division 1 Amateurs, all Boland Amateur Radio Club members, 
are going to operate a Special Event Station over the weekend 21 - 23 Novem- 
ber from the Sutherland Observatory in the Northern Cape Province of South 
Africa. (Geographical position 20°48’38 E, 32°22’46 S and Altitude 1759 m.) 
The purpose is to make amateurs aware of the largest Telescope in the South- 
ern Hemisphere. 


The station will be identified by the callsign ZSISALT (acronym for South 
African Large Telescope) and will operate from Friday afternoon 21 November 
till Sunday noon on 23 November. All HF frequencies will be used and the 
station can be worked on phone, CW and digital modes. 


The group will consist of the following amateurs: ZS1YT, ZSIKC, ZU1LR, 
ZS1OLI, ZS1SM, ZSIKWV, ZRIJHD, ZS1ZL. 


A FM 2 m station (50 W into a 13 el beam) will also be active on 145,500 for 
possible contacts on this band. 


A special QSL-card will be sent to all amateurs who have made contact. Only 
direct QSL cards will be accepted to: P O Box 273, STRAND. 7140. 


For additional information on the project, please visit the website: 
www.salt.ac.za as well as the Boland Amateurradioklub website at: 
www.qsl.net/zslbak. 


It seems that since the news about this activity became known, it spurred on 
some more activity, so listen to the next news item. 


ZS4BFN TO CONTACT ZS1ISALT 


On Saturday 22 November members of the Bloemfontein RAC will be oper- 
ating the club station, ZS4BFN, from the Boyden Observatory just outside 
Bloemfontein to establish contact with ZSISALT at the Sutherland Observa- 
tory. The Boyden Observatory is home to the 3rd largest telescope in South 
Africa. Numbers 1 and 2 are at Sutherland. Boyden will be operating on 20, 40 
and 2 metres. 


CLUB NEWS 
SASOLBURG RADIO CLUB ZS4SRK 


The Sasolburg Radio Club held their Annual General Meeting on 25 October 
at the new club house Boitjhorisong and members were elected to the new 
committee as follows: Chairman: Riaan Greeff, ZS4PR; Vice-chairman: Henk 
Kruger, ZS4NT; Secretary: Ronnél Kruger, ZR4RNL; Technical: Johan Steyn, 
ZS48S, Ockerd Taljaard, ZR6ZL, Frans Durand, ZS4FD, Riaan Greeff, ZS4PR; 
Webmaster: Jaco Greyling, ZR6JCO; Treasurer and QRX-editor: Flip Britz, 
ZS4GE. 


Many thanks to the previous committee for the good and hard work done and 
strength to the new committee for its turn of duty. 


WHAT HAPPENED ON THE SUN RECENTLY 


Recently propagation conditions were anything but normal due to happenings 
on the sun. The following is what Tad Cook, K7VVV, of Seattle, Washington, 
reported the latest ARRL newsletter: 


Last week’s events caused excitement, but this week was positively historic. The 
largest explosion ever recorded in our solar system occurred Tuesday, November 
4, when an X28 class flare exploded from sunspot 486. The flare erupted as the 
giant sunspot was about to rotate from the visible disk. This means the blast 
wasn’t aimed at earth, but was in a great position for taking images. The erup- 
tion saturated X-ray detectors on NOAA’s GOES (Geostationary Operational 


Environmental Satellites, and was so strong that the X28 measurement had to 
be estimated, as did the solar flux for November 4. 


The flare saturated observing satellites for about 13 minutes during the peak of 
the event, according to Christopher Balch of NOAA SEC, who spoke with Tomas 
Hood, NW7US. The measurements stopped at X17,4. The level of the flare was 
estimated by analyzing data from HESSI, the High Energy Solar Spectroscopic 
Imager. The last time a huge flare saturated X-ray detectors was in April, 2001, 
and that one was X-20, the biggest recorded at that time. Keep in mind that 
there aren’t any accurate records of flare intensity before about 30 years ago. 


Sunspot numbers for October 30 through November 5 were 293, 266, 277, 174, 
76, 79 and 32, with a mean of 171. 10,7 cm flux was 271.4, 248.9, 210.4, 190.4, 
166.9, 168 and 114, with a mean of 195,7. 


DATES TO REMEMBER 


Annual remembrance service this morning 9th November at 10:45. Amateurs 
requested to keep radio silence. RAE workshop, Saturday 15th November. Con- 
tact Peter Hers ZS6PHD at 083 445 4634 or by e-mail at zs6phd@mweb.co.za 
for further information. Special event station, ZSISALT, 21 to 23 November. 
Special event station ZS4BFN also on the air from Boyden Observatory. Clos- 
ing date for nominations for SARL councillors, 30 November. Last day for 
submission of motions for SARL AGM, 16th December. 


The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 
815, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban 
145,750 MHz in Pretoria and 438,800 in the Sandton area. A repeat broadcast 
can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 3 215 kHz. 


ARMI is sponsored by Telkom and Sentech. 


This then brings us to the end of today’s bulletin, which was compiled by George, 
ZS6NE, and read by ........from...... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave 
listeners and electronic enthusiasts. 


You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us. Also 
many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the ama- 
teurs who relay the bulletins so regularly. 


Goodbye everyone. 


/EX 


Message Ends 
To edit or remove your entry from this mailing list go to www.sarl.org.za/members/admin/maildat.asp 


